The content of desperation: a true story by Bajo, Delia & Carey, Brainard
1Congratulations on slipping through two junk 
mail blockers. Consider employment with a junk 
mail firm. 
 After thinking about it, it is no wonder your mes-
sage escaped the blockers. You promised no easy 
money, sex, ground floor opportunity, baldness 
cure, obesity cure, hot stock tip, etc. By not promis-
ing me anything, the request came through. If the 
results were good, do it again and again until it no 
longer works, then sell the proven method to others 
in the form of a book or seminars.
Berminator
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
What???? Are you kidding? Do you realize how 
many of us need money and help with our children? 
Try taking care of more than one, on an income of 
only one adult, with a housepayment, I also have 
no insurance, I struggle to make ends meet, I live 
in ohio for crimmney sake. What do you expect me 
to do, well here is what I am going to do, I will 
pray for you. Pray that you go to apply at mcdon-
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Maybe instead of paying 19.95 a month for internet 
access, you will spend it on a newspaper and a pen 
so you can circle the jobs you can get. Now is the 
perfect time for a carpenter because of the weather. 
Good luck.
JB
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Good Luck in this, but I have my own family to 
raise. Good luck
Charlie
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
You are so full of shit. Take me off this spam mail 
list. You are original. The first internet beggar. Great
Robert Jeffrey
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
As out of work carpenter in Manhattan? My fam-
ily is from Manhattan. I’ll give you the names of 
several people that need carpentry work. I’ll bet you 
$10 you never show up with tools, nor do have the 
vaguest notion how to calculate rise and run for a 
set of stairs. Wanna take that bet? Calculate the rise 
and run of a set of stairs that has to get to a height 
of 8' in a distance of 10'2".  How tall is each step 
and how deep is each stair assuming no overhang.
Jeff Flower
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Based on your ability to trig out a set of stairs 
correctly, I am now convinced that you are in fact a 
carpenter (although I’ve never seen you swing a ham-
mer), and you are in fact expecting a child. Great. 
My relatives are in Basking Ridge, New Vernon and 
Manhattan. Give me your phone number, and I will 
let them know that you are available.
Jeff Flower
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
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DON’T WRITE AND ASK  FOR MONEY LIKE 
THIS ANYMORE, BOY SOME PEOPLE SURE 
HAVE NERVE. HOW DID YOU EVERY COME 
ACROSS MY EMAIL ADDRESS? HAVE A 
NICE DAY 
D&L
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
First off, I would like to congratulate you on your 
new baby. Secondly, I would like to offer the fol-
lowing words and advice: Go to www.jobs.com and 
look up appropriate work to yourself in a job that 
in perhaps outside your main field of interest (i.e. 
carpentry) or find some lines of work that will allow 
you to get the necessary insurance and ability to 
support your family. It is also imperative that you 
move to a less expensive place (i.e., Manhattan) to 
a cheaper and more affordable area of the US where 
you can live well and pay less rent while you do so. 
I guarantee you that carpenters are needed in this 
country, so good luck on finding a job and on your 
eventual move! Cheer up,
Pradyumna
p.s. I cannot send money as it would be morally 
improper for me to send money to people who send 
me emails; (1) I cannot verify your story, (2) I would 
be creating undue dependence in your life in which 
you were continually dependent upon the kindness 
of others, and for the love of god and respect for 
you, I could not possibly burden you with such a 
dependency. Take care. Say hi to the little one when 
it arrives. I wish you well. Cheer up, 
Pradyumna
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
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Yes I do not believe your letter. Plus what you and 
your friend are doing is against the law. Further-
more, I have turned in your letter to Abuse at earth-
link. If you are indeed a carpenter, not only can 
you afford what you are asking for in this booming 
construction market, but you could pay for it twice 
over.
Alan Jones
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
We have very low unemployment in West TN. We 
are in great need of carpenters. If you can afford to 
live in an apartment in MANHATTAN, I’m sure 
you would be able to live well here. Since your wife 
is pregnant, we have good Physicians, I am speaking 
from experience since I was a Physician recruiter and 
recruited many Physicians from the New York area. 
We treat people who are indigent in our county hos-
pitals.  Also, if you will check out this website which 
deal with free grants to people who qualify you might 
find help. FreeCash87275@wired.com. Good luck!
Linda Smith
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
My advice is to move out of NYC if you want to 
save money, What are you thinking? And lose the 
internet access. There’s an extra $20 right there!
cb70
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I can’t afford to donate, but here’s a suggestion: 
move out of Manhattan. That alone will save you 
plenty of money. Good luck.
Jorie Green
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Go fuck yourself
Bryan Flood
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
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Sorry — can’t help, but maybe you should contact your 
local health department—they can help.
Sassydragon
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Why don’t you move out of Manhattan? Find a cheaper 
apartment. God helps those who help themselves and 
jesus christ almighty, now there is panhandling on the 
internet?!!!! Hey chucklehead why don’t you sell your 
computer if you are so hard up. Not to mention that if 
you’re really in that dire of straights they won’t kick your 
pregnant wife out of th hospital. That is even if you 
have a pregnant wife. Charity? Get a life bum.
zyz x
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Move south and you can find a job
Jonathan Jacobs
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
heres my words of advice—get a fuckin life you 
cocksuckin con-artist, do u think that all of us just 
have money coming out our asses? Well think again 
pal —u shoulda thought about all this before u 
knocked up ur old lady!!!! Well, have a nice day!!!! 
Asshole!!!!!!
Drew
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Move out of Manhattan and save LOTS 
of money
Hobbymasters
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I don’t know if I can give you any advice, but I can 
tell you what I have and know. Just don’t lose hope or 
faith. Pray continually and believe that your prayers 
will be answered. Maybe not the way you want them 
to be answered, but just know that whatever happens, 
is all in a master plan and is for the best. Put your 
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faith in powers above and not in man. And good luck 
and I hope everything turns out for the best.
Brianne
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
You very well could be legitamate, however all the 
flakes in the world make it difficult for me to believe 
your story, I personally feel you have discovered a new 
scam, I think people that pester other people with these 
internet lists should be prosecuted. My advice would 
be to stop sitting on the internet and get a job, the 
economy is better than it had been in many years, there 
is no such thing as “can’t find a job,” you and I both 
know that. I doubt this will mean anything to you, 
but you will never feel good about yourseldf with your 
internet mooching program. I have a son who is young 
and has little money, I would be very disheartened if 
I found him asking for money on the internet like a 
mooch on the street corner. You can let the internet 
mooch while you while the hours away watching TV. 
What a deal— I am forwarding your letter to my 
internet provider in the form of a complaint. I hope 
you don’t do this again. In closing, it would be differ-
ent if you were disabled or sick. And we both know 
there are programs in place for the disabled and sick, 
all Federally/ State funded. I hope there aren’t people 
foolish enough to respond to this line you are using. I 
think you are just looking for a free ride.
Jeffrey Nesbit
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Unfortunatley I cannot give any monetary dona-
tions to you, however, I do have some advice. I live 
in Minnesota, and there is a huge demand for car-
penters here in the St. Paul-minneapolis area, maybe 
a change of location could do you well.
Doug Morey
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
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Move and you are a total dummy. If you move 
south there are plenty of fucking jobs. You are 
the reason the internet makes people gun-shy. 
MOVE MOVE MOVE I hope you get nothing  . 
. . NOTHING at all. MOVE MOVE MOVE.
D Braie
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Yes, this is an unusual letter. I congratulate on your 
upcoming visit from the stock. Yes, insurance is exh-
orbitant, as is everything—except usually our pay-
checks! Would you be willing to spend 6-10 hours 
a week to secure your family’s future? Dale Calvert 
who has already developed millionaires from the 
company he catapulted to be name one of the top 
ten network marketing companies for the last 2 years, 
has just started a new company, Nu Creations This 
is an exciting business opportunity. Besides phenom-
enal products to take to the market place and make 
immediate retail profit, the marketing plan is simply 
awesome! Could you use an extra $862 month? How 
about an extra $2500 or more? Not only is it pos-
sible, it is likely! If you are serious about providing 
financial security for you, your wife, and new baby, 
then you will want to check this out. This is not a get 
rich quick scheme, but if you have a burning desire to 
succeed, and a good work ethic, your success us guar-
anteed. We are groundfloor—the company is in Pre-
Launch with official launch date June 1. You could be 
a Founder’s Club member while making a significant 
second (or first) income! Check it out today. This 
is the day that could change your life. http:// www.
wave3concepts.com. Best regards,
Jana Hailey 
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
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I need to tallk to your wife on the phone first give me 
your number. Alsdo you should send me a picture of 
your wife pregnant—nude if possible. I am a photog-
rapher and My own wife is my model. She can speak 
to her. We are a bisexual couple maybe we could 
have fun the 4 of us.
Roby and Sabine. 
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
OK, thank you for your note, but what exactly are 
you saying? How about you give us your number 
and we’ll call you? 
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
You must trust us and give us your number. You are 
asking for help YOU MUST TRUST US THEN. 
We thought my wife and myself to take nude pic-
tures of your pregnant wiffe or maybe we could have 
sex the four of YOUR pregnant wife. WE LOVE 
PREGNANT WOMANS OR GIRLS. Sabine and 
Rob. Did you raise a lot of cash? ARE YOU BOTH 
INTO COUPLE TO COUPLE SEX?
Xxx
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
How did you get my Email address.
arnog
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I find your story to be very touching, and daring as 
well. I am sending you a small donation of 50 dol-
lars, but I would consider an interest free loan of 
5 thousand dollars if you could indeed provide me 
proof of your situation. The loan could be re-paid 
over the course of 5 years, with no obligation other 
than your good word to re-pay. Good luck to you 
in the future,
Tim s
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
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What a scam. I hope they put you in jail.
R. Loer
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
If you can’t find work in this economy you better go 
live with your parents or your in laws.
Andy Grosso
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
You are kidding me—right?
R. Maus
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I’m a little behind in reading my email—I just came 
across this. How are you? How is your family? Is this 
approach working for you? I’ve got a lot of other 
questions, but this will do for now. Until later,
Jim 
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
go fuck yourself. If you had half a brain you’d move 
out of manhattan and get an apartment you could 
actually afford. How dare you send me your misery 
laden spam. Why don’t you sell your fucking com-
puter instead of annoying half the city with your 
bullshit.
J. Frank
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I feel for you, I wish I could help but I am strapped 
with a infant, and a terrible divorce. Housing in 
the Washington state area in which I live in boom-
ing, I can appreciate your situation my father was a 
carpenter for 41 years, 9 months of which was as a 
laborer, then foreman, then superintendent state. It 
may be hard but you have to go where the building 
boon is. Getting a crew that you can trust and sub-
contracting is a start, doing quality work and having 
to deal with ruthless people who always want the 
cheapest deal is a problem, but to sell yourself and 
getting a job done ahead of schedule will make a 
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name for yourself, in the beginning it will be tough 
but word of mouth and satisfied customers spread 
the business. A very wealthy individual gave me 
some insight, whenever you work for someone else 
you will never be rich. And whenever you have a 
satisfied customer make him or her complete a 
customer satisfaction from that you can present to 
either an employer or future customer. Hope this 
helps let me know. 
Jess Vote
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I’ll give you some advice — go fuck yourself, you 
shameless scam-artist leech. You fucking bullshitter, 
I hope God punishes you for this. Eat shit and die 
slowly. Sincerely, ME
ohm
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
While I am 99.9% sure that your story is just that 
— a story — I will offer you a little advice: move to 
a place where your skills are in demand. Meanwhile, 
if you will adequately reveal how you were able to 
send an email to me, I will gladly send you a gold 
dollar.
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Thanks for the info. The gold’s in the mail tomor-
row. One to fulfill the promise and one for good 
measure. Just out of curiosity, how many responses 
(and bucks if you please) have you received? Ps — 
Carpenter’s are in great demand in Houston. The 
weather is awful, but frankly, no worse than NYC 
and the cost of living is astoundingly low. My great-
grandfather, my cousin and my Saviour were/are all 
Carpenters.
Phillips
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
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Let me know how much this makes you. I’ll have 
to try it.
J. Shugart
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Well, if this is for real, I don’t know how you got my 
email, and I feel for you, man, but most of us are in 
that boat. All I can say is kudos for being a man and 
taking care of and staying with your family. Too few 
man willing to do that these days. Best of luck.
Joe Mackey
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Are you out of your gourd!!!!!
T. McCleaf
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Thank you for your letter and Congratulations on 
your new baby. I am writing from Malaysia. I write 
to offer you an opportunity to build a networking 
business in Enrich International (USA). I wonder 
if you have heard of Enrich. Perhaps you might 
like to check our website:  www.enrich.com If you 
are interested in building a business with residual 
income and time freedom, please do not hesitate to 
contact me further.. Thank you.
Lynn Phua
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
How did you get my email address? I am also report-
ing you to my provider on this matter, but do let me 
know how you got my address.
cab2
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Well sir I just have received your email. I must say 
though I myself don’t have as much money. Well sir 
I will store your email and when I get a reasonable 
amount of money I will help you out in anyway 
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possible. Well that’s all I have to say for now — Bye 
for now. Yours Truly, 
Joseph
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
If you have no money how do you own a computer 
and an Internet account????
R. Martin
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Move out of manhattan. The rent alone there is 
more than my whole paycheck. I have a large apart-
ment here in florida for only 275.00 a month. Pack 
up and drive south now, construction work here in 
this part of florida is not only available but is the 
fastest growing county in America!!! Laterz!!
Arthur
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
My wife and I have both had cancer, and still owe 
several thousand dollars of medical bills. Neither of 
us has insurance. Keep trying.
M+C Curtis
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I just read your letter, and although I would like 
you to send you a donation, my financial situation, 
like yours, is very tight. My wife and I are on the 
brink of bankruptcy, but we always take comfort 
in the fact that we are in good health and that we 
love each other very much. This is the advice that I 
will share with you, money may be tight, but there’s 
always the love that you will have with your wife , 
and soon, your child. Have faith that Jesus will bless 
you and keep you safe. You will be in my prayers. 
Clayton Guest
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Great scam! Let me know how it works!
DeAranas
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
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I’m in Arkansas and there are more carpenter jobs here 
then can be counted. Go to Americas job bank and 
check them out. You should consider moving to an 
area where there is work and support for your family. 
God bless you and your family.  Also, I was wondering 
if you were familiar with Medicaid. If you don’t make 
too much money, you are eligible to get health insur-
ance from the state at no cost to you. If will pay for all 
the medical bills, plus a lot more. You both may also 
qualify for WIC, which gives you free food and stuff 
for the baby. If isn’t like food stamps, it’s way different. 
Lots of pregnant women qualify for this. You should 
go to your nearest Family Independence Agency and 
See if you qualify for this. I did, and both my hus-
band and I work. Good luck to you.
Dave
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Fuck You
B. McCabe
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
That’s funny I’m in the same situation and have 
managed to not stoop to grovelling via email to 
defraud people of their money. Fuck off loser.
S. Krise
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
My advice to you is get more honest work and stop 
asking for handout from people. This is low. Take 
Care.
Brandon
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
If you get enough, please share some with me. I 
have been unemployed for over a year.
P. Gottlieb
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Funny, I thought you were asking for advice?? 
Interesting enough, my husband and I are in the 
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same situation, pregnant, self-employed with out 
maternity coverage and with little money. We 
applied for state assistance and got it. Sounds like 
you would be eligible. That’s the best advice we 
can give and would solve your biggest problem of 
medical expenses. Sorry but we don’t send money 
to any one over the internet, particularly those with 
misleading messages. Best of luck to you and your 
family!
The Angler’s Inn
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Nice try, better start begging for more than a buck if 
you are really going to send pictures.
D. Hagemeyer
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I would suggest that you might solve your finan-
cial problems by selling your computer and getting 
a refund for the email address spam list you pur-
chased in order to send this email Best regards, 
Don
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
funny thing when you send such mass email —you 
might reach the wrong person with your message. As a 
single mother who is raising two children on her own, 
had an abusive husband arrested, saw her youngest 
child through cancer —I can only say: do your best. 
Asking strangers for money—whether or not your 
story is true, unfortunately, pisses me off. The funny 
thing is, though, I don’t doubt people will send you 
dollar bills in the mail. Have fun spending it.
M. Tourneau
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Get a job. You have guts asking for money for strang-
ers. Begging on the internet. What is this world 
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coming to? You think you are the only person with 
problems? Try living with a husband that has an 
incurable disease, and is dependant on a ventilator 
24/7. You will get more sleep with a child than I do 
with my husband.
J. Beason
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I wrote your address down. I will mail you a small 
sum because my friend’s birthday and fathers day is 
coming up. I hope this small donation will help you 
greatly. I will waiting for a picture of the tree of you. 
Hope things work out, 
Emily
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
get stuffed and don’t send me an email again
nicholas
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
The U.S. is in a spending rage, housing starts are at 
a all time high in New York and you can’t find a job 
as a carpenter. Get a job at Wendy’s.
Roy
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Ya right. As they say the check is in the mail. And a 
copy of this email to authorities.
T. Gleason
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
My father is also in the carpentry business. He does 
roofing and siding mostly with some carpentry work 
on the side. I myself am his daughter and I also have 
a brother and my mother lives with us also. So it 
is the four of us and it has not been easy making 
ends meat throughout the years. We too have had 
no health insurance coverage for a very long time. 
My dad works very hard in attempt to support us. 
The only advice I can give to you is that you musn’t 
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give up no matter how bad things may seem. You 
must work hard to keep the faith and be greatful for 
the things you do have because there are millions of 
people out there that have it much worse then we 
do.   To live is to suffer, and the point is to find 
meaning in the suffering.  So good luck and remem-
ber that there will always be better days along the 
way, you must have faith!
candice clark
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I don’t know how you get my email address, but I can 
assure you some good advice. If you want to provide 
for your child, asking for money from total strang-
ers is not the way to do it. I would suggest that you 
and your wife move out of Manhattan and to a more 
affordable through the state of New York to help you 
offset medical costs and a cost of raising your child. 
Instead of asking for money from total strangers, 
you could do several things — look for a second job. 
I apologize if this sounds cruel and uncaring but it 
isn’t. Take care and remember you and only you can 
provide for your child and this is not the way to do 
it. Good luck and may God bless you!
Kristin
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Incredible scam. You should be ashamed of your-
self.
G. Patterson
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I can tell you right away two things that would 
greatly improve your present situation: #1 MOVE!!!!! 
You live in NY city, and even worse in Manhattan!!! 
Of course you can’t afford to live there! Even as a 
GP doctor I couldn’t survive there on a Midwest sal-
Praxis_int_152.indd   18 31/01/05   10:54:59
the content of desperation
19
ary!!!! I’ve visited there . . . I know. I also know in 
the Midwest a carpenter could live VERY well. #2 
Maybe instead of loan you need a new lease on life. 
In the Psalms David said “I was young but now I am 
old, Yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken nor 
His seed begging bread.” Do you know Jesus Christ 
as your savior? Not do you go to church or do you 
have religion but do you really KNOW HIM?? Read 
John, Chapter 3. It wil give you a new lease on life.
Brian
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
if you can’t afford a baby —sell it—and don’t think 
for a second that anybody is going to send you 
money—there are people that don’t even have a 
home and you don’t see me giving them any money 
. . . and you just wasted my time by making me read 
this email . . .
R.Sorensen
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
For my own situation, I’ve often wondered if some-
thing like this would work. I haven’t seen a note like 
this since last year when I asked the same question 
I’m asking now. Please tell me how successful your 
request was.
Rey
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Now is the time go go get a job and work for 50 
years you bum. Good hunting.
Norm
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I recently read your letter. In all honesty I believe 
that you are sincere. I pretty much know here you 
are coming from. I have a wife and a year old son 
myself. I’m overseas right now in a small island in the 
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middle of the Pacific Ocean. Yes, I am in the military 
if that’s what you were thinking. So you know my 
paycheck is next to nothing. I figured if I couldn’t 
give you any money, maybe a little advice would 
help. All I can really tell you is don’t give up. Things 
will turn for the better in due time. Just keep a posi-
tive attitude. Cause right now I’m in somewhat of 
a similar situation. But things are slowly but surely 
turning for the better because of my positive attitude 
that I’ve maintained throughout this whole ordeal. 
Well what ever happens in the near future I hop only 
good things come. Take care.
anonymous
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
You’re very welcome for the letter. I’m glad to hear 
that you are keeping a positive attitude. Well I am 
in a tiny island about two miles long by 3/4 of a 
mile in width. It is about 900 miles southwest of 
Hawaii. If you look on most world maps or a globe 
you would be able to see it as a tiny dot with the 
name Johnston Atoll or just Johnston written next 
to it. Well that’s were I’m currently at. Well in all 
honesty, the air and land here are quite polluted. 
You see this island is used the U.S. Government 
to destroy all of it’s chemical weapons. So the air 
here is kind of clean but every now and then we 
have to do checks on the air quality to make sure 
it is breathable and that we don’t have to mask. As 
far as the land goes, there are many places on this 
tiny island that are contaminated with plutonium. 
Other than that, the island has some pretty places 
to it. Lots of sharks here too. Well Brainard, I hope 
things are going good for you. Keep in touch. 
SGT CARBAJAL U.S.ARMY Chuck  
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Yeah, I get these all the time, usually phone calls, 
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with a prison accent, but usually they are selling 
something.
G. Buckley
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
While I sympathize with your plight —if indeed 
your plight is genuine, which I find difficult to 
believe. Soliciting via email is illegal. Soliciting of 
any type--that includes commercial, as well as solici-
tation of donations for charity or personal causes. 
The purchase of a list of email addresses for the pur-
pose of solicitation is also illegal. If you are indeed 
honest and in desperate circumstances--well, I’m 
truly sorry. You have been reported to your ISP’s 
abuse department for email solicitation. Your full 
message was included. I expect you will likely lose 
your internet access, and quite possible find your-
self facing legal ramifications if your ISP chooses to 
press charges. Have a nice day.
R. Morrison
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
First off, congratulations on your baby, my first 
one was not planned either but we re glad we have 
him. I would suggest you contact your local Social 
Services office for they might be able to help you 
plan for the future of your family. I would send you 
something but there are too many some artists out 
there that I would hesitate to make them scumbags 
rich. Best wishes my friend.
Ttd
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Really move to Kansas, we have contractors here 
backed up for 6-8 months.
Grizz
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I will assist you in finding employment if you want. 
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Many churches offer services for people in your 
position. I found great kindness from strangers 
who are sympathetic when my son was born, hang 
in there and praise God. Have A GREAT DAY!!! 
(unless you have other plans)
DREW
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
You have some crust begging for money--why don’t 
you get a real job.
L.Fischer
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
You said you are a carpenter by trade but find work 
hard to come by. I find this hard to believe since 
there is so much construction and renovations going 
on. My advice would be for you and your wife to 
find employment. There are lots of jobs you just 
have to be willing to do some that you might not 
find exciting, such as waiting tables, cleaning houses 
or offices, working in a store, or even McDonald’s. I 
can sure see you are in a jam but asking for a hand 
out from people is not the answer. I plenty in taxes 
each year to support people who don’t work or say 
they can’t then end up pregnant are still out of work. 
I am sure if you are a US citizen you know all you 
can receive from the government. Medicaid, WTC, 
SSI, and food stamps not to mention public hous-
ing. You see I don’t have a dollar to spare because I 
am already contributing to support folks who are 
out of work by paying taxes each year. Good luck!
Chris 
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I suggest that you get a job that will support you 
and your family as you can’t go through life asking 
for a handout—well I guess you could but it’s not 
a very good example as the head of your home! Do 
you want your child to grow up being supported by 
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total strangers? Don’t you know that you reap what 
you sow? It’s a spiritual law and will happen no mat-
ter what if you don’t stop before you get started! 
Don’t sow bad seeds—you’ll get a bad harvest. Sow 
good seeds and get a good harvest! Get a job! We all 
have to pay our own way in this life!
Judy
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Believe anything is possible, have faith in God or 
the Universe, or however you refer to the Higher 
Power. Be willing to GIVE that which you SEEK. 
It will come back to you manifold. Good luck and 
best of health to the baby.
Paul
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Boy I have heard of scams, however yours takes 
the cake!!!! I have forward your letter to the proper 
“Web” sites telling them of your scam. I figured you 
Email is not valid, however if others receive this 
they will know what to do!!!! I’m sure there are folks 
out there with BIG hearts who will believe you and 
send you money. BUT I WON”T!!!!!
Andrea
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Sorry, but we are unable to help you at this time. 
Good luck with your baby . . .
Joelisa
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
FUCK OFF
Timmy
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Please check the last issue of The New Republic—
there is a company in New York City that is crying 
for good carpenters—the pay is $18/hr with $27 for 
overtime. I lent my copy to a friend—will send you 
the name of the company when I get it back. Should 
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still be on the news stand—go to Barnes and Noble 
and look through it. Let me know what happens.
Jhin
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Get a life. You’re disgusting.
T. Burns
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Yeah, right, I don’t think so buddy
Jacki
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
My name is Diana—my grandchildren think I was 
born with the name Nana! I also am on SSD—before 
a car accident 7 yrs ago I was a RN. I did have one job 
since the accident—a 24 yr went thru a very red light 
on a 6 lane highway—and I was too tired to fasten 
my seatbelt after paying gas. I should be a quad or 
paraplegic but somehow I am ok. Just have chronic 
pain to deal with for the rest of my life and no one 
can fix me. All the king’s horses and all the king’s 
men couldn’t put me back together again-because 
I am a clumsy egg! I turn the big 5-0 this year so I 
have another 30–40 years to think about it, huh? 
Are people sending you any money? I am curious to 
know if this works. Also if you have any nursing? I 
would be glad to answer them because my license is 
not in jeopardy anymore. I believe in holistic health 
before traditional from my experiences, it works bet-
ter this way. Well, just wanted to how you are and you 
will be in my prayers. You are probably thinking this 
baby will make you a family  but it’s real mission is to 
divide and conquer! I also am a “Touch Love” parent 
and grandparent. Every night I don’t get a phone call 
is heaven to me! What I didn’t know is that no matter 
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how old they get I always need to know where they 
are at—so please enjoy knowing where your child is 
while you can! Love and Prayers, 
Diane
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
You should have kept your dick in your pants, no 
one helped me, my advice is get another job and 
quit your begging.
Lonnie
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Perhaps I will send you a small donation . . . But I 
advice you to look into working for the post office. 
They have good benefits, it’s governmental, and it 
pays decent. I wonder why not enough people don’t 
look into US. Postal. Even being a plain janitor/cus-
todial pays decent. I got my father hooked up. He’s 
spent years working for an aluminum company and 
now he’s getting older. He’s in his late 50’s. I got 
him a custodial jobs. Which starts out at 24 thou-
sand a year. And goes up quickly. In my dad’s case, 
since he’s also a war veteran, he may start around 26 
or 28 thousand. God Willing   That’s the only job 
advice I can give you. Sorry.
Ceasar
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
REMOVE ME FROM YOUR MAILING 
LIST!!!!!!!!!!!
Garmisch
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
How did you get my email address and why should 
I send you money when I am in a similar financial 
position to yourself?
Andy F.
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Dear Administrators,
This USE SPAM scam was sent to my Adelphia 
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address. Please inform Earthlink of their 
SPAMMER. I found his email interesting on two 
parts: First it has excellent grammer for a carpenter 
and second, he admits to accepting a SPAMMING 
email list from a friend.
Paul Sivie, CNE 
Adelphia, Regional Support Supervisor
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
TRY FROM YOUR LOCAL RED CROSS MY 
WIFE WORKS FOR THE BIRMINGHAM 
CHEAPER AND THEY HAVE PROGRAMS TO 
HELP PEOPLE IN NEED SUCH AS YOURSELF. 
GOOD LUCK AND HOPE THIS ADVICE 
HELPS . . .
Craig
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
You have got to be kidding me. And internet street 
begger. When will it end? This has got to be the big-
gest load of B.S. I have ever heard. Even if this was 
true, you shouldn’t be having kids if you need to sell 
your belongings to survive. Get a life, sir. Get a job. 
Do the world a favor, don’t breed any further. This 
world has more than enough bums like you.
Wesley
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Good luck!
Daniel 
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
While your situation may be as advertised, it’s 
incredulous to send out ‘blind’ e-mails,
Steve
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
The construction business in Austin, TX is starving 
for workers. It is one of the fastest growing parts of 
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the country. Move here and prosper.
Derrich
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
You can get arrested for spam mail! Anybody that 
sends you money is a loser! You are a scam artist!
Shawn
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I wish I could send you a million dollars but I’m 
only 17 and I don’t have a chequing account or any-
thing so I can’t but I hope others will. As for advice? 
Well all I can think of is just never lose your sense of 
humor. It’s the best of all the senses. Good luck.
Emilie St. Hilaire 
Winnipeg,, Monitoba, Canada
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
GET BENT ASSHOLE
Weaver
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Please tell me that this is a joke being played on you 
or that this is an art project. You can’t be serious 
about wanting people to send money to you (starv-
ing artist or not).  This is online panhandling. My 
friend is working on this own version:
Hello,
My name is Shannon. I have just recently 
moved to Oklahoma City in order to keep my 
job. I am very much in debt and see no end to 
this. My lottery tickets have not been winners 
and I am wondering where my next beer will 
come from. I spend my whole paycheck on 
rent and paying off my credit cards. I have no 
room left on my cards for a drink or two and 
I am always scrounging for change around the 
house to support my carton a week habit. Any 
money you can send would be greatly appr-
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ciated. Please, no words of encouragment or 
advice.
Shannon
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
How did you get my email address?
Pamela
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I think he should be pretty successful! Sorry or good 
luck,
David
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
go fuck yourself, you welfare recipient piece of shit. 
This is a perfect example of why we should insti-
tute a chinese form of birth control. Why don’t you 
make this a better place to live and end your para-
sitic form of life.
Andrew
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
My advise to you would be to sell the computer and 
get another job, sorry but that’s all I can offer you. 
Good luck
Altaf
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I’m just wonderin, I got your message and gave it 
some thought. If your life is so hard with no work 
or income why would you think about bringing 
a child into this world? Have you ever heard of a 
condom. Maybe if you didn’t have the means then 
you  should have asked for that! Now you want 
other people to fund your baby? It would seem 
to me u would do anything to maintain u family 
(which you don’t have yet)! Or are u some kind of 
slacker lookin for a easy way out? p.s. hows your 
mother? Don’t take this message the wrong way I’m 
very interested in your situation please let me know 
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what happens or update me later.
Steve
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I wish you the best of luck but I know you can find 
a job somewhere. There are some times in life that 
you have to make sacrifices as unappealing as they 
are. Unfortunately, I, myself am a college student 
working 10-12 hour days in order to get my edu-
cation so therefore I am unable to send you any 
money. The only thing that I can tell you is this: Do 
not ever give up especially with a child on the way. 
I do not pretend to be extremely intelligent in any 
way bit I do know that by working hard you can 
achieve what you want. Once again I wish you the 
best of luck but even though you are a carpenter, 
could you not just get a temporary job at a store 
of some kind or a restaurant just until you can get 
back on your feet?? Good luck to your wife. A car-
ing reader.
Pybirn
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
GET A JOB, SUPPORT YOUR FAMILY, AND 
BE A MAN. I DON’T NEED TO HEAR YOUR 
PROBLEMS. I HAVE ENOUGH OF MY 
OWN!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Skanke
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Hope you are moving to the south for a job.
D Braie
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
How did you get my email address, and why would 
you think I have money to spare? I am living pay-
check to paycheck and resent being made to feel 
guilty because someone can’t get off his ass to get 
a job during the off season. If you’re a carpenter 
than build something! Don’t expect the world to 
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give you things. I work hard for every penny I get. 
Why should I give it away to some stranger sim-
ply because he has the unmitigated gall to beg for 
money over the internet. You are no better than 
someone who panders for money on the freeway.
Randi
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Have you ever considering trying to get a new career. 
I bet you are getting a lot of advice. I hope people are 
sending you money too- but this is NY so I doubt 
it. No one trusts anyone here. Everyone and their 
mother is flocking to the internet world nowadays: 
why? Cause it’s an easy to learn field that pays well 
and gives you stock so give you a nice foundation 
for the future. if you would like a mentor—some-
one who can help you learn and find you a good job 
(even one you can do from home as a freelancer) I 
can help no charge. Otherwise I wish you luck.
Tree
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Honestly, all I do is HTML—but I have been earn-
ing 45K a year plus stock options and bonuses- but 
I know plenty of people who are making more than 
I am (I’m still a newbie myself- only doing it a year). 
If you lean more to the artistic side- you don’t 
even need to learn much programming and you can 
basically draw for a great salary and build start up 
sights for companies. Look at http://www.iwon.work-
exchange.com/and this is just one of many places to 
find freelance work. Many people in the industry end 
up only working 6 months ouf of the year then pur-
sue their own interests (be it travel or what not) the 
rest of the year. All I can show you is HTML right 
now since I’m still leaning myself. And I can’t prom-
ise you’ll get more than 45 a year since you are new, 
but I will help you as much as I can. Just don’t get 
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rid of you computer! Trust me, once you see how 
easy HTML is and how it opens up doors to learning 
more and doing more- you may just be hooked.
Tree
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
DON’T DO THIS AGAIN.
Dutchess
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Sell your computer
Ann Dean
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Some advice: Don’t have children you can’t afford. 
Take the first $1,000 you get from this very good 
idea of an email, and spend it on a vasectomy.
John
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Spend more time working rather than soliciting for 
hand-outs over the internet!! Just how many FOOLS 
do you think are out here - you scam artist you!!!!
Geo
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
There is a great need for carpenters in Minnesota, 
so you might consider coming here as the jobs and 
pay are very good.
Jim Bull
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Please,  I am not an idiot. Do not send me anymore 
emails. Thank you.
Bryan
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I can relate, been there, done that, and unfortunately 
I’m in the same shoes having fathered three children 
myself, losing one at the age of 3, about 20 years ago, 
drowing, now raising 2 girls, we’re broke. If you get 
any extra money send some my way, thanks.
Mark
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⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
My advice: Get a job with benefits. Get two, three. 
Four..,jobs, that way you can afford benefits. Move 
the hell out of New York City to a place that is 
less expensive. Stop complaining to strangers and 
sell you damn pc—etc, etc. Not that I thought you 
were telling the truth.
Danielle
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I received your e-mail this evening . . .  I have never 
received an e-mail quite like yours and part of me 
desparately wanted to believe it was true. Still, this 
skeptic in me went to the search engines . . . to see if 
it was an urban legend. Instead, I came across your 
website, your diary, your artwork. Imagine my sur-
prise. Chills can down my spine as I read that you 
have collaborated with Daniel Berrigan. I was just 
reading (literally—about an hour ago) about him in 
the book,  Living Buddha, Living Christ  by Thich 
Nhat Hanh. I don’t believe in accidents. I wish that 
I were a healthy philanthropist—a society dame—I 
would adopt you and your family. in reality, I am a 
stay-at-home mother of one, a Buddhic (Buddhist 
Catholic [grin]), a writer, wife, and dumpster diver, 
among other things. I am 26. I hope that you are 
not forced to sell your computer—that would be a 
tragedy. I will send what I can—and will pass your 
e-mail on to friends and family members who might 
be able to help. Another thing you might consider? 
On eBay—there is a section where you can sub-
mit requests for donations, financial help, clothing, 
baby supplies, etc. You submit your request, they 
put it up—and hopefully, you receive the help you 
need. You might also check with organizations like 
Birthright in Buffalo. They are a right-to-life orga-
nization, so depending on your political persuasion, 
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you may or may not be comfortable dealing with 
them. I know they help find support/help/dona-
tions for people who are pregnant and in need. I 
will also post this letter on alt.dumpster. There are 
MANY generous people there . . . and perhaps they 
will help you. Please keep me updated. I am sure you 
will receive a lot of angry, condescending, unskill-
ful, ignorant mail—but I hope that you will receive 
more support than you could have ever hoped for. 
Definitely look into eBay, tho . . . I can’t remember 
what the section is called — but I know it’s there 
on the site map somewhere. The internet is power-
ful resource . . . hope you get what you need! Best 
wishes to you, your wife, and your child. www.angel-
fire.com/la2/angelwings/index.html. Check this 
link for agencies and organizations that might help 
(including the eBay page I mentioned).
Kari
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
My advice would be don’t spend your money on a 
spam list
Jim
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I don’t have money or advice, but my prayers are 
with you.
Amanda
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I AM SORRY TO HEAR ABOUT YOUR 
CURRENT SITUATION, BUT I ALSO 
HAVE MY TROUBLES—BUT MY PARENTS 
TAUGHT ME TO DO FOR MYSELF, RETAIN 
MY DIGNITY AND HONOR! BEGGING FOR 
A HANDOUT ON THE NET IS PATHETIC! 
AND IF YOU NEED ADVICE HERES SOME: 
USE PROTECTION NEXT TIME, AND BE 
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⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
LOL. You are resourceful enough . . . good luck!
Dan 
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
GET A JOB!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
The Wholesaler
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Hope this helps. [one dollar bill picture]
DKC
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
You should change the subject of your email “Asking 
for Money.” If it is advice you seek I will tell you 
to think of another way to make money and you 
can probably move out of Manhattan. You are an 
E-Bum begging on your computer.
Michael
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Get a part time job, there are plenty available. 
As a matter of fact if you are over 21, have 
a clean driving record, a CDL license with a haz-
mat endorsment, have no criminal record, have 
never used drugs or alcohol or have any gambling 
habits, I may know of several companies that will 
hire you in south Mississippi or Louisiana. Best of 
luck . . . I will say a prayer for you, your wife & 
unborn child.
Ira
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
You’ve got a lot of nerve invading my privacy this 
way.
Tlyon
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
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Make sure to sign up for the Publix Baby Club.
http://www.publix.com/fm_baby_club.html. Even if 
they don’t have stores in your area, when you sign 
up they will send you the book by the American 
Academy of Pediatrics for free. It’s about 2 inches 
thick, and our pediatrician recommended it. Also, 
right now babystyle.com is offering $20 off of your 
first purchase of $20.01 or more if you give them 
names of five people. They have no tax and free ship-
ping. Breastfeeding is the way to go if you can do it. 
Formula is expensive! Breastfeeding is free. A good 
breast pump is a great investment. Consider the cost 
of a year’s worth of formula, and buy the best pump 
you can. I recommend the Medela Pump in Style. 
It’s great if Mom has to go back to work. There are a 
number of free magazines that you can find at ob/gyn 
office or a maternity store. BabyTalk, American Baby 
are the ones I get. They have free subscriptions. You 
will get on a mailing list that gets you free coupons 
for things like a diapers and baby food. We hope all 
goes well with the baby. Our son just turned one year 
yesterday. It has been a wonderful year. We will keep 
you in our prayers.
Gretchen
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
A friend of mine forwarded your message to me 
requesting advice or money to help support a preg-
nancy. I’m sorry to say that I can not offord any 
monitary contribution at this time. However, I can 
suggest that this need not cost you as much as you 
might think. One option is to deliver the baby at 
home with a midwife rather than go to hospital. 
Perhaps you might contact a women’s organization 
or a wiccan healer group for advice on this option. 
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Expectant mothers should be careful about nutri-
tion and be sure to take supplemental vitamins. If 
you have trouble affording vitamins, just be sure 
that she eats a wide variety of fruits and vegetables, 
or check out some of the websites from which your 
first purchase is free. Some examples are vitamins.
com, and mothernature.com. For baby accessories 
there are often social service agencies and religious 
organizations that will provide items to expectant 
mothers. Another website, babystyle.com will give 
you $20 off your first order and free shipping if you 
give them the e-mail addresses of 5 people. I would 
contact some of the local right to life type organi-
zations. They are always promising that they will 
support women who choose not to have abortions 
— call them on that promise!
Alicia 
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Bugger off
Paul
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Advice: Take the money you get from this great idea, 
hire a professional life coach (www.coachingfedera-
tion.org), get a great plan for how to invest what 
you have and another plan to develop your talents in 
such a way that you and your family will never have 
to face such tough times again. Kind regards,
Damian Nash, PCC
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Ha
Michael
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
The best I can do is wish you good luck with your 
new family.
BYANCA
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
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Sell lemonade and cookies!
Laurie 
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Just what advice are you looking for?  You are not 
looking for advice. You are looking for free money, 
you lying spammer! Get the fuck out of my inbox. 
And while you are at it, get the fuck back to work, 
you lazy spammer!
Uradead
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
McDonald’s is probably hiring.
Megan
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
You have got to be kidding me!
TC
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
You worry too much . . . Just enjoy life, specially 
when your baby is born . . . everything will be placed 
into perspective . . . Best Wishes to your Family.
Albert
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Abort the child—only a fool would create more 
burden than he can bear—Go hang yourself and 
stop begging, or move to a socialist country. Don’t 
ever send anything here again
Shecat
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
You letter moved me to pray for you and your 
family. I am sure the cost of living in NY is very 
expensive. I live in Raleigh, NC. The unemployment 
her is 2%. There are buildings going up everywhere. 
Carpenters are needed. I am sure you & your wife 
could find employment here in the Triangle (Raleigh, 
Durham, Chapel Hill). Good luck. God bless.
Sharon Owens
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⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Get a job you lazy asshole!!
William
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I do not know where you get my address but I need 
to tell you that your letter is not unusual, I received 
this kind and others all the time. Well, I can offer 
you a business instead of money. Just with $80 you 
can became in a Herbalife distributor an start the 
most amazing business you can imagine. Go  www.
herblife.com an you can see by yourself. One year 
ago. I was out of money and started this business, 
in the first month we make $3000 and in the sec-
ond $500, by this time we are making more than 
$3000 and growing. If you want to do this, I can 
help you but not by sending money. If you like it 
let me know, I can send you more information. God 
bless you, your family and have a wonderful life.
German Gonzalez
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
You should have titled your email as asking for 
money. Let me give you a fucking wake up call 
NOBODY MAKES A LIVING FOR FREE. You 
want money work for it. Why the hell would I give 
you money so you can get out of Manhattan? I feel 
so sorry you only have enough money to live in the 
richest city in the world. Give me a break. If you 
and your wife can’t afford a child maybe you should 
not have decided to have one in the first place. Why 
should I have to bail you out of your stupidity. Your 
email is offensive annoying vulgar and crass as well 
as attempting to guilt your victims into sending you 
money. I don’t know how you even gat my email 
address. It scares me that assholes like you can get 
my address so easily. Youre a real piece of bullshit 
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work. Just so you know I’ve forwarded your email 
to earthlink and requested they cancel your account 
for abuse. Have a nice day
Guy
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I truly trust and believe you . . . But if I tell you truth 
will you believe me???? . . . ok, let I am no where in 
the states I have recd this messages in UK but I am 
an asian. Second, I am not very rich in money but 
I’m rich by my heart . 3rd, I want to help you with 
what ever little I have, so I don’t know that if  I can 
send you cheque from here in UK? You don’t need to 
send your snap coz I have already imagined you and 
your family. I am sure where you’ll be you’ll be happy 
with your family . . . and new quest in your family 
will get lots of happiness and prosperity. Have faith 
in god. I am not preaching you, I am not asking you 
to go to church or do any kind of rituals but if you 
have faith in yourself . . . you are having faith in god. 
I’ll get back to you after finding our that if I can send 
you cheque from UK. Take care of your wife. With 
my best wishes, Your friend 
Damist
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
This is illegal. I have forward this E-mail to my 
local authorities.
Wuzup
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
If you are sincere about everything you’ve said, then 
it would behove you to keep your computer. Jobs 
in the Washington D.C. area are plentiful and pay 
considerably more than any carpenter can ever male 
(within a realistic time frame). Your best bet would 
be to move from the New York area and head south. 
As far as money is concerned, I have three kids I 
currently support. So, Unfortunately the cast major-
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ity of money goes to my family. I wish you the best 
of luck and recommend that you might want to 
consider the possibility of changing careers . . . 
Respectfully,
Chris Bayliss
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Can I ask how you got my email?
Hobbit1
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I give you credit for trying something new,  begging 
in a nice way via the internet. I’m struggling also and 
also broke. I cannot even pay attention so I know 
where of you’re coming. I’m into network marketing 
and Keep Your Carpenter, visit my links below, and 
see which ones will work for you. I am a webmasster 
and tutor multiple streams of income and making 
homepages so more apt to try and help you help 
yourself, but I bet you DO quite will w/your plea. 
I wish you well!! I do hope to hear from you again! 
Your friend in Cyberspace, P.S. we take an cath to 
read your post and you can Earn a Residual Income 
at: www.prosperplus.net/show.cgi/maunakea
Nancy K. Toribio 
Hilo (Big Island), Hawaii
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
nOT HELP YOUR STUPID ass I am so drunk 
right now. Mabe if you send me a nothwr e-mail 
I will send you some money, but I am moviting 
sooooon so you better do it fast. This is fun. Did I 
tell u that I am drunk  I barly made it home so don’t 
mide my my spelling, or my ponkshuation. But I 
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⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
life seems impossible to deal with sometimes and yes 
it is tough. I don’t know if you believe in God but 
I surely do and he is my comfort in times of trou-
ble. In the bible we are promised a new heaven and 
earth. The hard times will be no more, there won’t 
be tears, or sorrow or any kind of pain. The prince 
of this world (Satan) will be destroyed and we will 
live in paradise like it was meant to be. Don’t worry 
about what your child’s future God never abandons 
children when that child lives with parents who 
truly trust in the Lord. God wants me to let you 
know about him if you don’t already know, it is my 
duty. God always provides for his children in need. 
Hard times will come, but with Christ we have the 
strength to endure all. Phil. 4:13 I don’t know how 
much comfort this letter has brought you, but I 
really hope it helped you somehow. There is a God, 
pray, he will surely answer. He won’t let you down, 
I’ll pray for you as well. P.S. God loves you
C.S.
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Advice: You should have stayed in school and pro-
vided better existance for your family. Now you are a 
pathetic sole reaching for a handout. Hopefully your 
wife will dump your pathetic ass and find someone 
who can better care for her and her child. Every car-
penter I know makes great money. You must not 
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even be good at that. Keep it in your pants, keep 
your gene pool to a minimum, for all our sakes!
Dak
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Good luck!
Mike Zapata
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
First of all, congrats on the upcoming addition to 
your family: Second, I have also been in a situation 
such as yours. Not, that things are great now, but 
I know how frustrating it can be to wonder where 
money and supports is coming from! I am forward-
ing your message to everyone I know and will try to 
mail a little something soon so that you will get it 
before your move. My husband and I and our five 
year old son live in Wisconsin, but my husbands 
family is in New York. He has a couple of brothers 
in Jamaica, NY and parents on Long Island, NY. 
His father is also a doctor in the city who works in 
the hospital and has his own clinic. He helps many 
people who cannot afford insurance, if there’s any 
way I can help, feel free to write me at this email 
address.  Aprille
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
This is my advise. Next time use birth control.
Steve
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Hello I would like to update you and tell you more 
about DHS and share my experience in The DHS 
Club with you, and tell you how it has changed my 
life. I have reached 2 star Executive Director, since 
joining DHSC in Dec 1999. this gives me a guaran-
teed minium income of $2,500.00 a month! You can 
see the compensation plan here  www.dhs-club.com/ 
compplan.html. My personal biography is here: 
www.clubshop.com/biographies/marendic.html. 
This income will be paid if I work again or not. If I 
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can accomplish this then anyone can. It’s just a mat-
ter of following this directions on the support site 
and working together with your sponsor and team 
support group, which I am a part of. I will do all in 
my power to help those who want to work Succeed!! 
When you became a DHS Club VIP member, you 
can start saving money on the products and services 
that you are already using. My sponsor is averaging 
about $115 a month in saving. He is saving money 
on telephone long distance, Insurance, magazines, 
groceries, hotel accommodations and the list goes 
on. This is NOT a get rich quick scheme, but a 
sturdy long term residule wealth builder. you can 
have everything in life you want if you help enough 
other people get what THEY want.-zz  if you decide 
to Join the Club and show us that you are willing 
to make a commitment, We will help you to reach 
your goals and dreams. Will you please take the time 
to study the Club, at  www.dhs-club.com/hq.html? 
If after reading this you have any questions 
please email To upgrade online take your ID#: to 
www.clubshop.com/members/ you will see name 
and email, just click to ask questions) then click 
on  Partner/VIP Application  Then on Member, 
don’t forget the html when putting your ID # in. 
Join right away (like I did) so that you can start sav-
ing money and start referring people to the club 
yourself. You will NOT be left in the dark, we will 
guide you. Give it you full attention for 90 days 
and we will help build a down line. If we don’t, then 
quit. It’s that simple. You have very little to lose and 
a lot to gain. I am sure you will be pleased that you 
joined! if you should have any problems with the 
onsite application please go to: www.dhs-club.com/
app.html. AOL users if you have Netscape on your 
computer, you may log onto AOL, go to the inter-
net, minimize AOL and open Netscape Navigator. 
You can then go to your sponsor’s website without 
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difficulties to sign up. Warm Regards, 
Rita Marendic
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
You’re not asking for advice. You are manipulating 
people, by using e-mail to solicit money. How dare 
you! You have a skill as a carpenter, which you can 
take with you anywhere. Move to a cheaper place to 
live. Manhattan is too expensive. You’re not a very 
good role model for your expected child either. If 
you continue using email to solicit money, I will do 
my best to get the appropriate authorities after you.
Nick
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I want you to know I never open my emails unless 
it is from my daughter or sons, or someone I am 
familiar with. I can’t really tell you why I opened 
your, I do want you to know that you are about to 
embark on the most incredible adventure of life. My 
husband and I have five children and they are the 
joy of our life. I want you to know that the payoff 
for having good children is made with lots of sacri-
fice. I stayed home and went without a lot of things 
so that my children could have a mother there for 
them. My husband made great sacrifices to go back 
to school when our two oldest children were little. 
It all payed off and we now have one married and 
two going to college. One just graduated form high 
school. Now if you really want to know the success 
of our marriage and family I will tell you. We belong 
to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
(Mormons). I could not send you anything of more 
value, then the information that the church could 
give you and your wife and new little child. You 
would find answers to your peace that you didn’t 
know existed. I wish you all the luck and happiness 
that you desire. Please contact the missionaries they 
have listed under Churches (L.D.S.) let me know.
From Ann
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⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I want to know how you got my email address.
Amy
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
The person who knows “how” will always have a 
job. The person who knows “why” will always be his 
boss.
Diane Ravitch 
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
If you live on E. 10th Street in NYC, you should 
send ME money . . .
Mark
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Hi! I am from Atlanta, Georgia. I will not give you 
any money but I will tell you that the job market 
down here is food and that there would be plenty 
of opportunities in the area. If you are a good car-
penter there are plenty of jobs for which you would 
quality. One way to investigate this market would 
be to search on the internet the Atlanta Journal and 
Constitution for their available carpentry/construc-
tion positions. I wish you the best of luck! I just 
recently acquired a job through the internet and 
think that using the internet as a tool for getting 
employeed would be the best route for pursuing a 
way to support your wife and baby.
Cella
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I am sorry to hear about your situation. I am also 
sorry I can’t help you with a donation, time are tuff 
for me also. The advice I can give you is to pray and 
ask God for his support he has a plan for all of us 
and everything will work out.
MARSHA
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Praxis_int_152.indd   48 31/01/05   10:55:16
the content of desperation
49
If your friend bought the internet list, ask that 
motherfucker for money. You’ve got balls.
Levine
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Could you send me your bank details
Asad Jafar
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I may help you if you are willing to help me as I have 
a family of 3 children and work tow jobs supporting 
a wife with health problems. I have a close friend 
that promotes very promising companies on the 
OTC market. Right now he is very high on NPCT 
and ZAND. One is an internet stock that just IPO 
d and the other is a very promising tech company 
that is about to break out into the smart card and 
smart label industry. Both companies are ran by very 
credible management that is of utmost integrity. If 
you can document that you bring in some investors 
to both of these companies I will give you more than 
a dollar for sure. Anyone that has invested I would 
appreciate them emailing me so I can put them on 
my update list as the companies progress. If you can 
help me I promise I will help you as I come from a 
strong Christian family here in the Midwest. Let me 
know what you can do. Regards,
Chad Beemer
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
A CDL license is a  Commercial Driving License . It 
is used when you drive big trucks, like Propane gas 
trucks. I know plenty of propane companies that 
would hire a man with such a license.
Ira
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
I can understand you situation. I was in Vietnam, 
had a wife and a kid, was shot twice, and didn’t know 
what was going to happen next. Me and my wife was 
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married 38 years ago June 4th and the best advice 
I can give you is drown the kids and the old lady 
and have your nuts cut off and become a monk. If 
you think you’re broke now, your fuckin kids are for 
life. I would have shot myself a long time ago but my 
guns are in the hock shop. If you get money from 
this email tell how well you done, because you’re bet-
ter off than me.
Bmd
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Bud move to Montana where housing is cheap and 
work in the farm or something.
Moses
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
Sorry I can’t help with money, but maybe 
this will help! A lot of hospitals have programs 
to help people with little or no insurance. 
Call the hospitals and ask them about any help 
that might be available? Good luck and congratula-
tions.
Dan
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
My heart is our to U and your family, but at this time 
I am kind of strapped for money. I myself am help-
ing out a family member and this is what is draining 
me; also I am care-taking a elderly neighbor. I hope 
that U can find what U need another way.
Wanda
⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕ ⊕  
My name is Eli and I live in Norway, Europe. 
Surprise! We also have yahoo. Therefore. Not all com 
email addresses are US Addresses. I have received a 
long letter from you. I could decide not to answer. 
But I have some advice for you. Using internet like 
you do is one thing. I have a much worse situation 
than you describe. I will not get in to detail just 
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